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the Ethiopian people. I do not want the Christian
Ethiopian people to be destroyed. We bring peace and
civilisation.
" Do not shed any blood among you. You who were
at the front, go home to your land and possessions and
continue your farming as before. Do not turn yourself
against the police and those charged with the mainten-
ance of order. Do not destroy the roads or oppose the
advance of my Army, because we do not want your lives,
your possessions, or your money. But if you destroy
our roads or try to oppose the advance of my Army,
then the Italian Army will destroy and kill without pity,
the aeroplanes will massacre from the air and destroy
everything that exists."
It was after the scattering of this pamphlet that the move-
ment for individual security began which was to end in
the sack of Addis Ababa. It was neither the breakdown
of the central authority—which has broken down often in
Ethiopian history—nor the barbarian's love of theft nor
the black man's hatred of the white that caused the sack
of Addis. It was the threat of gas from the air that
demoralised its people. The crowds that gathered round
Lady Barton's committee rooms for masks were evidence
of that.
Precisely the same thing will happen in the capital of
any European state that is defeated. War against the
civilian population breaks it up into its warring parts.
It seems to me important that our leaders should under-
stand this. Ethiopia is nearer to Europe than they think.
I owe a great debt of gratitude to The Times, who allowed
me complete freedom and even free publicity in Ethiopia.
Particularly, I am grateful that they woke me from my
undogmatic slumbers, and showed me a path from which
I shall not deviate.
In the unexpurgated phrase of General Queipo de Llano :
" All honour to such a grand paper."
Burgos, 1936.

